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While Missourians clutch their pearls and are scandalized to find out that people with the means
to simply pay for college admission do just that, they readily accept that it’s the way K-12
education works here. As Derrell Bradford of 50CAN rightly pointed out, pay to play in K-12
education is done through mortgages, rather than photoshopping pictures of athletes.
I’ve had numerous conversations with parents of young children in St. Louis County who are
trying to figure out where and how to buy a house before their child enters kindergarten. And it
matters. A 1,900 square foot home with three bedrooms and two bathrooms built in 1990 will
cost $240,000 in Florissant, while a similar home would cost $389,900 in Frontenac. Sure, schools
aren’t the only difference between the two communities, but they’re certainly factored into that
$150,000 premium.
I don’t think I even need to convince anyone of this point—parents who can will pay more money
for the same house to get their kids into a school they want. Parents who don’t have the money
to do that are stuck. T he idea of celebrities buying a spot at USC shocks us in a way that a family
scraping together the money to move to a smaller house because it’s in Webster Groves
doesn’t.
T he quality of a child’s education shouldn’t be connected to the real estate industry. Every
parent, regardless of their background or their neighborhood, should have access to an array of
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choices when it comes to their child’s education.
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