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It is one of the most important decisions for parents to make—where to send their children to
school. Some parents even pick up and move to the school district they desire, but of course this
is impossible for many middle and low-income families. T his week is National School Choice
Week, which celebrates programs that offer parents and students options and trust them to
tailor their education to suit their needs. It stands as a stark reminder of how far Missouri lags
behind other states in offering real educational choice to our families, many of whom live in poor
urban neighborhoods or isolated rural communities.
T here are nearly one million public school students in Missouri. And, with the exception of the
50,000 students who attend public charter schools or magnet schools, a vast majority of them
have exactly one choice for where they will get their education. T hat “choice” is based on the
address on their mailbox. Imagine if that were the case for every child’s medical care – a doctor
assigned to them based on where they live.
Missouri does have charter schools—but only in two cities and as punishment for low test
scores. In most states, charter schools can open wherever there are teachers, school leaders,
parents or community organizers with an innovative vision and a willingness to be held
accountable for results. Parents in these states can choose charter schools with unique
approaches, from personalized learning to a focus on the classics, and many others in between.
In a 2014 survey, 15 percent of Missouri parents responded that they would choose a charter
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school if they could select any type of school, including private schools. By comparison, charter
schools in Missouri currently enroll less than two percent of our public school students.
Beyond charter schools, eighteen states have organizations that grant tax-credit funded
scholarships for low-income students to attend private schools. Six states directly give parents a
portion of their child’s state funding to purchase educational services, such as tuition or tutoring.
And sixteen states provide scholarship money for parents to choose a private school. Missouri
does not offer parents any of these choices.
Children are unique, and parents should be able to chart the right course for their children to
reach their potential. T his week there will be more than 32,000 celebrations of school choice
across America. Isn’t it time for Missouri to step up and expand the options available to parents,
so that our state has a real reason to celebrate?

About the Author
Susan Pendergrass
Director of Research and Education Policy
Susan Pendergrass was Vice President of Research and Evaluation for the
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools before joining the Show-Me
Institute. Prior to coming to the National Alliance, Susan was a senior policy
advisor at the U.S. Department of Education during the Bush administration and
a senior research scientist at the National Center for Education Statistics during
the Obama administration. She earned a Ph.D. in Public Policy from George
Mason University.

Read Online
https://showmeinstitute.org/blog/school-choice/school-choice-missouri%E2%80%99s-students-and-parent
s-deserve-more

Links
[1] https://showmeinstitute.org/blog/school-choice/school-choice-missouri%E2%80%99s-students-and-par
ents-deserve-more

Mission Statement
Advancing liberty with responsibility by promoting market solutions for Missouri public policy.

Show-Me Institute
5297 Washington Place
Saint Louis, MO 63108
Phone: (314) 454-0647
Fax: (314) 454-0667

3645 Troost Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64109
Phone: (816) 287-0370

2

Email: info@showmeinstitute.org

Support Our Work
T he Show-Me Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Make your tax
deductible contribution today: http://ShowMeInstitute.org/donate

3

