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T he Common Core State Standards have brought a wave of protests from concerned parents
throughout the country, including here in Missouri. States readily adopted these standards
without properly investigating what the standards, and everything that comes with them, would
mean for their students. Now many states are balking at implementation. Amid the growing
debate, one group often overlooked in the conversation is homeschoolers. Many in the
homeschool community are still trying to figure out what the new standards mean for them.
Having the ability to customize their child’s curriculum is one of the main reasons parents
choose to homeschool. Some worry that the new standards may infringe on their ability to do
so.
T he creators of the SAT and ACT are already working on aligning their tests to Common Core.
Public schools are changing their curriculum to align with the new standards and tests. T here is
concern that homeschoolers will struggle on the redesigned state and national standardized
tests unless they also align their curriculum. T his defeats the purpose of homeschooling – to
have greater flexibility and autonomy.
T he more state standardized tests and college entrance exams align to the Common Core, the
more textbook companies will align their curriculum to the Common Core. Over time, this could
leave homeschooling parents with fewer and fewer alternatives from which to choose. It is
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difficult to know what the exact impact will be; what is certain is that the issue is not going away
anytime soon. Parents, whether homeschooling or not, should continue to question Common
Core and to educate themselves about the standards and their potential effects.

About the Author
Emily Watson

Read Online
https://showmeinstitute.org/blog/school-choice/what-does-common-core-mean-homeschoolers

Links
[1] https://showmeinstitute.org/blog/school-choice/what-does-common-core-mean-homeschoolers
[2] http://www.hslda.org/commoncore/topic3.aspx
[3] http://www.hslda.org/commoncore/topic7.aspx

Mission Statement
Advancing liberty with responsibility by promoting market solutions for Missouri public policy.

Show-Me Institute
5297 Washington Place
Saint Louis, MO 63108
Phone: (314) 454-0647
Fax: (314) 454-0667

3645 Troost Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64109
Phone: (816) 287-0370

Email: info@showmeinstitute.org

Support Our Work
T he Show-Me Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Make your tax
deductible contribution today: http://ShowMeInstitute.org/donate

2

