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In the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, an article discusses a state audit that shows T ransportation
Development Districts (T DDs) are taking money without knowing where it is spent. T DDs
are created to raise money, by means of a special sales tax, to fix roadways and other
traffic needs in areas where new developments are being built. It sounds harmless enough,
but the public is often kept in the dark on T DD operations:
T he audits say taxes are raised without a public vote and little
government oversight. Montee said the previous audit recommended
various changes in the law to improve the process, but that legislators
have done little to address the concerns.

T DDs and their governing boards are created by court order, sometimes instigated by the
petitions of developers. From there, the tax rate is approved by the board. Limited input
from the public, or from officials outside the T DD process, has led to a lack of oversight on
how the money is spent, and the actual amount of the tax:
She [Montee] found a variety of problems, such as competitive bids for the work
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not being done properly or at all; districts charging a higher sales
tax rate than authorized; and a lack of documentation proving the right
amount was paid to reimburse developers for their costs. In one
instance, the developer's costs were counted twice.

T his audit follows up on one conducted by the auditor's office on T DDs last year. Hopefully,
these findings will spur changes in the law that increase accountability. Most importantly,
there should be public input to make sure taxpayers are aware of the tax rates that affect
them.
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